What God Has Done, Is Doing and Will Do

In worship, we enter this "eternity zone" when the past, present and
future all are represented. And the God of history, of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob speaks to us - not only about that what He has done, or is doing, but
what is to come. As our heads get filled with the wonders of God, we are to
respond appropriately in praise, gratitude and awe. Psalm 98 calls us to this.

Psalm 98

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The
LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the
nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of
Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song
with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the
sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn - shout for
joy before the LORD, the King.

Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live
in it. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for
joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He
will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

Shout For Joy To The Lord

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided
from before time began to shape the lives of those who love him along
the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of
humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our
lives there in him. After God made that decision of what his children
should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he
called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And
then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end,
gloriously completing what he had begun. Romans 8:30-31 THE MESSAGE

To God Be The Glory



PRAYER OF AUGUSTINE

Too late came I to love You, O Beauty both ancient and ever new; too
late came I to love You. Behold! you were within me, and I was out of
myself searching for You. You, indeed, were with me, but I was not with
You. You called to me; yes, You even broke open my deafness. Your beams
shined unto me and cast away my blindness. You blew upon me, and I drew
in my breath and panted after You. I tasted You, and now I hunger and thirst
for You. You touched me, and I ever burn again to enjoy Your peace.

And Lord, we hear these words penned centuries ago, and totally
understand what Augustine is trying to convey to you. Our hearts have
experienced the joy of your salvation. Our blindness is now sight. Our ears
now hear. Creator God, you not only spoke and this world came to be, you
said to our hearts, "Let there be light!" and it was so. We thank you for your
awesome power that can make the dead live.

Wonderful Maker

So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can
we lose? If God didn't hesitate to put everything on the line for us,
embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending
his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn't gladly and freely do for
us? And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God's
chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for
us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very
moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to
drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not
trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not
bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in
Scripture: They Kkill us in cold blood because they hate you. We're
sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one. None of this fazes us because
Jesus loves us. I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or
dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or
unthinkable —absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love

because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.
Romans 8:29-39 THE MESSAGE

Great God of Love



OFFERING

But as for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and
more. My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of your salvation all day
long, though I know not its measure.

I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; I
will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone.

Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I
declare your marvelous deeds.

Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I
declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to
come.

Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God, you who have
done great things. Who, O God, is like you?

Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter, you will
restore my life again; from the depths of the earth you will again bring
me up.

You will increase my honor and comfort me once again. I will
praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God; I will sing
praise to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.

My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you - I, whom you
have redeemed. My tongue will tell of your righteous acts all day long,
for those who wanted to harm me have been put to shame and
confusion. Psalm 71:14-24

The Hope We Have

SERMON



